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The Last Chapter

In the beginning of this book we compared the Ampdibts with
Samson. In following chapters we saw the greahgthe
whereby they overcame their trials. But we also g@av
mistakes they made and how, in less than a hundad, the
great strength left them and their movement begdade away.

By the mid-1500s the European Reformation age \eénitely
over.

Huldrych Zwingli, at odds with Luther and not aldeget help
from Strasbourg, turned to the king of France anith¢ Doge of
Venice for help. But no one responded and Cathiaimps from
the “forest cantons” of Switzerland attacked Zurichthe battle
of Kappel, just south of the city, Zwingli died tthing his
sword in death on October 11, 1531.

In 1543 Sebastian Franck died alone at Basel.

On February 18, 1546, Martin Luther died. For salvgears he
had been threatening to leave the city of Wittegpehich he
called a “den of robbers, harlots, and shamelegsa®”

Plagued with rheumatism, he had become a crabbmaid—
angry at the Protestant church for failing to Inght and angry

at all the rest (Catholics and Anabaptists) foragapg him. He
spent his last months writing the booRgainst the Anabaptists
Against the JewsaindAgainst the Papacy at Rome, Founded by
the Devil After a snowy trip to Eisleben in Sachsen-Ankalt
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settle a quarrel between the counts of Mansfelthéntook
sick and died during the night.

King Henry VIII, Reformer of the Church of Englardied in
London on January 28, 1547. Not long before thikduk
beheaded Catherine Howard, his 20-year-old quegmext to
last wife (of six).

Four years later, Martin Bucer, the Reformer o&Shourg, also
died in England. His later years were filled witasdal and
strife. Philip of Hesse, the German prince andgutatr of the
Protestant church (for whom Peter Rideman wrote his
confession of faith) had marriage problems. Maiircer, using
the Old Testament, finally convinced Luther and &tehthon
that it was alright for Philip to have two wivesutaall three
Reformers lied about it in public and brought regmto upon
themselves. Then, under orders from the Emperorl€h¥ of
the Holy Roman Empire, Martin Bucer came up withlan to
reunite the Protestants with the Roman CatholicahwHis
efforts failed. He lost friends on both sides andlify got
expelled from Strasbourg.

In 1556, Peter Ridemauied on the far side of the Carpathian
mountains in Slovakia. And shortly before Christifaiggram
Marpeck died at Augsburg in Bavaria. Before histkdéee made
one last trip through Wirttemberg, Strasbourg, $&altlen, the
Rhaetian Alps, and Austria. Everywhere he foundiamist
groups quarrelling, excommunicating, and shunnimg o
another. He pled with the brothers to not excommatei so
quickly and to not make rules about how to liveammunity

of goods. But only a few paid any attention.

Then on January 31, 1561, Menno Simons died at &dtedtle
in Holstein—crippled, a widower, and deeply disapped in

! Before his death, Peter wrote the hymn: “Altogefhee, Jesus has loosed
us from death and Satan’s power.”
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The thatched cottage where Menno
Simons lived, and where he ran a
small printing press in his last days,
still stands in good repair near Bad
Oldesloe in Schleswig-Holstein. But
his grave-marker, moved by the dairy
farmer that now runs the Wistenfelde
estate, stands overgrown with
brambles in a fence row, several km
away. Menno would have wanted it
like this—no earthly monument, no
foundation other than Christ alone.

his divided church. Three years later John Calieal ¢h
Geneva.

Calvin’s last years had grown steadily more dificllerome
Bolsec, an influential member of his church oppdsiedin
public, saying that with his doctrine of predestioia he had
turned God into the author of evil. Calvin banisied and had
another opponent, Michael Servetus, burned atttie s
Calvin’s reformed Christianity had spread throughienance,
but his followers embarrassed him in 1560 by tryimgidnap
the sixteen-year-old king (King Francis Il, sonGdtherine de
Médici and husband of Mary Stuart, Queen of Scatisis
incident, among others, led to a 36-year war batvemvin’s
church and the Roman Catholics. John Calvin, sioH,
distressed by the war (which he supported), di¢drbe¢he
Protestants suffered overwhelming defeat in thesaxas of
Saint Bartholomew’s day.

Dirk Philips died at Het Falder in East FrieslandMarch 1568.
Excommunicated by Leenaerdt Bouwens and the Frisian
Mennonite church, he said he did not worry aboat because
he no longer considered them the church nor tHdrem of
God.

Kasper Braitmichel, Peter Walbot, Leupold Scharfegpdr,
Ulrich Stadler and the remaining Anabaptists quatetthis
book all died before the end of the sixteenth agntu
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The situation in Europe and the rest of the wodd bhanged.
Catholic Spain and her Habsburg allies were fillingir coffers
with New World gold. Questions of religion took sed place
as much greater and exciting issues of conquest@madnerce
arose. England and the Netherlands became greatrpovhe
Ottoman Turks continued to advance from the south.

The End of Persecution

As the focus of European attention shifted, thelfamdists
broke up into many little groups, and their numlaeslined
rapidly. The world no longer feared them, and pubkecutions
gave way to fines or lesser punishments.

In southern Germany and Austria the Jesuits caivelyt ahead
with their “counter-reformation” until not only tHerotestants,
but practically all the Anabaptist residents ofsb@reas had
returned to Roman Catholicism.

From Switzerland’s valleys the Anabaptists retréaneo
pockets of safety: the Horgen mountains west oelLAlkrich,
the Jura region and the Kurpfalz (Palatinate).

In the Netherlands the Anabaptists gained tolematioder the
Dutch government, but they had to build their nregtiouses
out of sight behind other buildings and pay speeiaés. In this
seclusion they prospered, becoming bankers, whaeds
merchants. By the mid-1600s they owned an impodhate of
the Dutch East India Company.

The Flight from Switzerland

What happened to the Anabaptists is a long anduimgpstory.
| will illustrate it only by telling about my owramily (the
Hubers/Hoovers) who fled from Switzerland. Anyotseevith
Anabaptist roots could do the same, because mdes®the
same thing happened to all Anabaptist families.
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My Huber ancestors got converted in the first walve
Anabaptist revival in central Europe. The Protestaxecuted
Ulrich Huber of Signau at Bern in 1538. Johannebédilua
shoemaker of Braunoken was arrested in 1542 at &lasgsg) in
Bavaria. Tied to the stake, he was still conscafter the fire
had singed off his hair and beard. The presidingisti@ate gave
him an offer to recant and go home to his familyt Be
refused, and promptly died.

The Hubers remained Anabaptist. Toward the clogkeof
sixteenth century when thousands apostatised kityatythe
faith, but they feared th&auferjagerand withdrew farther and
farther up the Alps. Some of them chose the Hoeggrnd the
Albis, sunny meadows high above the shimmeringdaite
Zurich. They avoided going down into the heavilypplated
valleys. Friends of the hidden Horgerberg Anab#ptigd their
business for them. But their two preachers, HaulsH@ini
Landis, were discovered and arrested in 1589. Hereyears
later Hans Landis and deacon Jakob Isler weretad@gain
and escaped. At that time about 40 Anabaptistsiresddo
gather in secret meetings in barns or forestseHbrgen area.

In 1613 Hans and Jakob with four other men werested and
faced with banishment or galley slavery. Some efrttescaped
and found their way home from the Solothurn cgstigon.
Then Zwingli’'s churchmen caught Hans Landis agaith a
beheaded him on Sept. 29, 1614.

In 1637 the Zirich government in a concentratedaaptist
chase” arrested everyone they could of the Horgen
congregation. They confiscated their property agld the
people in Zurich until 1640. Hans Huber was arcksigain in
1654, then they all left and the church at Horgedeel.

2 Hans Landis, elder of the Horgerberg Anabaptisigcegation, and the last
martyr in Switzerland, was the ancestor of a gneatber of Mennonites
living in Pennsylvania, Ontario and Virginia, today
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Untere Siten , the house and farm just outside the village of Hirzl, on the
Horgerberg, where Hans and Margarethe Landis lived until his final arrest
and execution in 1613. Asked if he had anything more to say before they
beheaded him, he replied: “Ich weiss nit fil me zuo sagen, dan ich méchte
allen manschen gunen, das sy zuo erkantnus iren siinden kemind und
bisstendind, das sy mochtid salig werden, das mochte allen manschen
guonen (I don’t have anything more to say than | would wish for all people to
acknowledge their sins and repent so that they might be saved. That is what |
would wish for all people).” Margarethe, sixty years old, suffered arrest and
banishment and their property was confiscated.

Other harassed Swiss congregations held out longeountain
regions further from Zurich and Bern. But eventyall the
Anabaptists who refused to conform to the stateathmoved
to Alsace and the Kurpfalz or escaped to the N&thds and
America. The last nonconformed Anabaptists to leave

Switzerland were the Sonnenberg people.

The Sonnenberg congregation, hidden in the Jurantams,
existed for centuries in seclusion, cultivatingstéand with

little water. They wove their own clothing and buifleir barns

in secret places, suitable for their meetingshénwintertime

the congregation met in large upstairs rooms ohteenbers’
homes. There they sang from thesbundand ate pea soup with
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milk coffee. In the 1800s all
their conservative members
moved to Kidron, Ohio.

The Anabaptists remaining

in Switzerland stopped

making proselytes. They

accepted noncombatant

mifany service, an he est s S, o B
active congregation in the . ’

Emmental, at Langnau, ancestors fived:

entered a peaceful partnership with Zwingli’'s Refed Church
in 1947.

The Flight from Germany

Jakob Huber fled Switzerland for southern Germarye late
1600s. There he settled with his family in the Kalp The
Anabaptist movement had swept through the Kurpdhtmost
two hundred years earlier. But persecution andthigy Years,
War had nearly extinguished it. Fighting had deatest the
land. Its rulers, anxious to rebuild their estatesy invited
Swiss Anabaptists to settle on them. They decidedlérate
them for their industry, even though they had eakKilled
them. The Anabaptists showed their gratitude f@r tibleration
by not making their faith a public spectacle.

Immigrants from Switzerland poured into the Kurpfal
Hundreds and hundreds came down the Rhein—largéidam
with babies and bundles on their backs, austerentaoufolk
who scorned beds to sleep on piles of straw offidle. The
men came in dark “Anabaptist” clothes and beartigiriwives,
wearing black head coverings, spoke nothing butltakect of
their Swiss mountain homes.

But things did not go well in the Kurpfalz. The Kimst, Philipp
Wilhelm, who had invited the Anabaptists, fled franfrrench
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invasion and died in Vienna. His son was a strath@lic and
demanded high “protection fees” from the Swiss.nfverd
came from America—William Penn’s America where pgeop
could live way out in the woods all by themselves the
Anabaptists of the Kurpfalz, such a place seemedt@d to be
true, a place almost as desirable as heaven. Bgptimgg of
1717, three hundred of them embarked at Rotterdautiné
Atlantic voyage to Philadelphia. Among them tragdlJakob
Huber, my Swiss ancestor, with his son Ulrich aadify.

The Hubers settled in Lancaster County, Pennsydvariey
worked hard to wrest a living from the frontier. Noe bothered
them anymore. Gathering in log homes to sing froen t

textit{Ausbund}, their troubles in Europe becamiegend in
the minds of their children while they relaxed it newfound
peace and prosperity.

In America the Anabaptists stopped calling themeslv
Schweizer Brude{Swiss Brothers) and adopted the name
Mennonite. With persecution out of the picture, @pim their
pockets, and vast landholdings to their names, klkpy some
Anabaptist forms. But their zeal to bring otherCtarist died
away and they were content to be the quiet indhd.l

Even so, they fared better than those who stayemhébeThere,
in Germany, they lost not only their zeal to evdisge They lost
their separation from the world and their nonresise as well.
In World War | a few German Mennonite youths sipited for
noncombatant service. But in World War 1l they sonped

Hitler almost to a man.

The Flight from Democracy

The American revolution came upon my Huber ancestougly
settled in West Manchester Township, York county,
Pennsylvania. Ulrich Huber’s son Jakob had marBiaara
Schenk and bought land there. But the Hubers didirast the
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new “United States” government. They feared theyldidose
the privileges and the religious freedom they haided at long
last under the British crown. Therefore Jakob Huwién his
son David started north on horseback to Upper CanEuky
crossed the Niagara River and followed the Lake Ehiore
west through Iroquois lands into virgin territomgtih they came
to an area of maple trees and plentiful springsaikr. They
claimed and deeded 2,500 acres of lakeshore pyopettoth
sides of the mouth of the Stony Creek between ptetey
Selkirk and Rainham, Ontario. Two years later Jakaber
with six married sons and three married daughteisea to
make this place his home.

Far from Switzerland, far from the ideals and wisad Johannes
Huber who wouldn’t give up at the stake, the Hulvegse the
first white settlers in this part of British Nor&kimerica. Local
records say they were “among the most respected and
substantial yeomen of Haldimand County.”

Jakob Huber died in 1810 at the age of eighty-aas; They
buried him behind the little Mennonite meetinghoase
Hoover’s Point. (The name Huber became anglicisediaover
upon the move to Canada.)

The Flight of the Old Order

Anabaptists respected instead of persecuted, Atiatsap
improving the world’s economy instead of turning thiorld
upside down—in Canada the Mennonite settlers |eknogv to
be “nice people” among their Anglican and Iroquaésghbours.
The world liked them, and before long they camiksthe
world too.

David Hoover’s son Jacob fell in love with Elizab&rech, a
Catholic immigrant from Dusseldorf on the Rheine$tined
the Mennonites to marry him and became the mothelegen
children. Jacob became deacon in 1838, and he Wwtadis
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family in the original Huber house built of roughgs and hand-
hewn boards within a stone’s throw of the lake. i foarth
child, Peter Hoover (my great-grandfather), was airtbeir few
descendants who stayed Mennonite.

Peter Hoover did not just stay Mennonite. He becam®lId
Order Mennonite, a guardian of what little theresw@rescue
of Anabaptist tradition: the German language, sempeetings,
and plain clothes.

Peter had a sailboat. It was given to him by twgsbeho fled
across Lake Erie from Ohio to escape military sernduring the
Civil War. Peter loved to sail. He loved to singlgilayed a
violin on the sly until his father burned it. Hevkx to dance
until one night he came to the neighbours’ housekig in the
window before entering, he saw what looked to hika tlevils
leaping and swirling. He turned around, went hoame] decided
to “stay plain.”

Several years later he married Maria Wideman oMkanonite
settlement north of York (Toronto), Ontario.

Peter and Maria were not married long until D.L.ddg’'s
“Great Awakening” hit the Mennonite Church. Sudgemtayer
meetings, revival meetings, church picnics, farioyhes,
politics, the temperance movement, foreign missipna
societies, and a host of other innovations threstea take over
their quiet little church on the shore of the laReter and Maria
withdrew their membership. They began to meet witbw
other families to become an Old Order congregattoeeman
Rittenhouse was their bishop.

It wasn't that Peter opposed a greater spirituatity opposed
the sudden loss of what he thought was the traddfdhe
forefathers: the faith of theusbundand theMartyrs Mirror.

“Je mehr gelehrt, je mehr verkehnvas a favourite expression
of his (the more educated, the more pervertedjn&ead of
going to Sunday School and revival meetings, h& aui
spacious new red brick house, a new barn, and gteaw
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Peter Hoover’s farm, with the house he built in the 1890s, near Selkirk,
Ontario—later occupied by my grandparents, Menno and Leah Hoover.
meetinghouse in the sugar bush on the back eni$ ¢drim.
They called it the Rainham Mennonite Church.

The Flight from Urbanization

The OId Order Mennonites on the Lake Erie shorendidast
long. Big cities were too close. Theatres and saagere too
inviting. And with the coming of the automobile| e old
homesteads along the lake became a beach playground

Peter’s oldest daughter, Amelia Hoover, remainsgiaster for
many years.Margaret and Elizabeth died. Charity Hoover
married a “man of the world.” Only Mary Anne andétés
youngest child, Menno, found companions and halden

who stayed within the Anabaptist tradition. (Margie Hoover
Helka and one of her sons, a single man, wereaitedld Order
Mennonites on the north shore of Lake Erie.)

Peter and Maria, Menno and his family, and a hdraffthe
remaining plain people moved north to Waterloo Ggun
Ontario, in the 1920s to “flee from the world.” Thedatives

¥ When Amelia finally married she became the wiféieno Sauder, the
independant publisher of the “Elmira Prophetic Mias’ They had one
adopted son from Russia.
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they left behind gradually adjusted themselvesadoddian
society around them.

In 1979 we attended a Hoover reunion at the Mertaoni
meetinghouse on the back end of my grandparents. fa
Protestant minister of Tonawanda, New York (a Hoove
descendant) had the main speech. Using an acdstjam he
spoke about our family:

H ospitable neighbours

O pportunistic businessmen
O riginal settlers

V enturesome pioneers

E nergetic farmers

R eligious plainsfolk

Listening to Jakob Huber’'s descendant speak, diteadadue
jeans and a tee shirt behind the pulpit, | mardediehow well
he summed up the fate of the Anabaptists in Ameralaion

in last place, and that consisting at best of ‘is@gyplain.” Then
another relative sang “Under his Wings” and theyulght the
big wooden-covered Huber family Bible up from tresément.
They wanted me to read from it. Not one of my et at the
reunion (outside of my own family) understood ther@an text
| read, but when | finished there was a great cbapplause.

Besides my mother, one relative, Mrs. Lanson J¢ofethe
Brethren in Christ), was the only woman with a wmgjlon her
head at the reunion in 1979. Mary Jones, faithdul,svore not
only a veiling but a black bonnet over it, withiisgs tied under
her chin. After talking with her | met a youngeusm'’s new
man. She had just divorced her previous one. She gp on
the old Jakob Huber homestead beside the lake.d%ewvore a
two-piece suit: a cut-off blouse that left sevenahes of tummy
showing between it and her shorts.

The last time | visited Rainham before | moved &tih
America was early in 1981. Slushy snow lay softfan
cemetery. Listening to the music of the surf (tieel has
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already carried away part of the grounds), | stmocdome time
looking at Jakob Huber’s plain white tombstone. His
grandfather, also called Jakob, fled from Switzedlan the
1690s. That Jakob Huber’s great grandparents were
Anabaptists—burning at the stake but not readgtamt. Then
| drove away, past the old homestead, the A.E. idotarm,
and long lines of summer cottages along the lak@ding with
their windows boarded up and silent in the fallamgpw.

The Flight of the Plain People

After reaching Waterloo county, my Hoover grandpése
joined the most traditional branch of the Old Oriflnnonites:
the David Martin group. Taking a stand againstestm@oors,
indoor bathrooms, and painted barns, the bishdpi®fgroup
refused to buy seed grain from western Canada ladtézarned
it had been harvested with combines.

In the 1950s the David Martin group split. Mennooder and
numerous ones of his married children (includingpayents
Anson and Sarah Hoover) left that group to estaldisew one.
Menno suggested calling it the “Orthodox Mennolteurch.”

The Orthodox Mennonites
built a new meetinghouse
and were yet more conser-
vative than the group from
which they came. Menno
Hoover planted maple trees
around the meetinghouse,
but concerned brothers ad-
vised him against it, saying
that only worldly churches
Some of Menno Hoover's descendants,

did such. So he duQ them UP¢hat quickly grew to more than a thousand
and planted the customary people after he died (large families blessed

Spruce trees. Eventua”y we with many children and grandchildren).
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buried him among them.

Among the Orthodox Mennonites | learned the languatd
became familiar with the history and writings oéth
Anabaptists. | came to faith and repentance amiosm .t But
when | sought baptism as a young teenager | tuimadnore
progressive Mennonite group.

The End of the Flight?

Several years after | left them, | came back witb friends to
visit the Orthodox Mennonites. Their young peoe h
gathered at a farm near Linwood, Ontario. Tracksahy steel-
tired buggies had cut through deep packed snoheitane.
Bonnets and shawls lay stacked on a table in tishWwause.
Wire-rimmed glasses, fire in the woodstove, culéss
windows and a calendar with its picture cut off—gvieg in
the low-ceiling kitchen surrounded by solemn faoeked like
home."Wie geht’s?” They timidly shook our hands, not
expecting an answer. For a while we sang old, slomgs. A
few of my relatives greeted me warily, but mostr@m had
nothing to say. Then we left the narrow, snow-pddkee, the
drifted side roads, the rolling farmland, and thech, wintry
forests of upper Waterloo County to join heavyftcadn the
McDonald-Cartier Freeway to Toronto.

Minutes off the freeway’s loops and whining tires@rrugated
Canadian concrete, we stepped into the Wideman bteten
Church. Founded by my Wideman ancestors (Anabagtisin
Baden-Wirttemberg in southern Germany), this isamaany
congregations in southern Ontario that big citeedten to
engulf. Less than half of the benches were fill&inkly faces
and tottering steps . . . almost everyone wasToid, net
coverings graced some women'’s silver hair. Herethere |
spotted a “cape dress” and one “plain coat.” Myesiars’ farm
nearby had become a golf course. The Almira meletinge on
that farm was a city storage-rental facility. Aneth
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meetinghouse, Altona, stood with broken windowsraloned
on the site of Pickering field, then schedulede¢odme
Canada’s largest airport.

| talked that night at Wideman Church with a yolnoy from
Toronto. He was excited about his recent “conversio the
Anabaptist movement and pressed me for detailstdbem. He
told me how he had found the Wideman church thrdugh
girlfriend at the university. His “Anabaptist” dirlend wore
slacks and jewellery. She had her hair cut, ankiepe his arm
around her during the short service. A sister ef\Wideman
congregation made headlines as the first ordainedndnite
lady pastor in Ontario.

Anabaptists. Anabaptists? | sat deep in thoughherback seat
of the car as we headed east out of Toronto tigdit.ni
Anabaptists in form or in name perhaps, but whauan
spirit? Fleeing from the world, fleeing from theies, fleeing
from real or imaginary dangers, some fleeing fraahsf some
fleeing from dead legalism, fleeing for hundredsmies and
years—but sadly overtaken in the end by them all.

On the wall of my office | have a chart of my artoes tracing
my roots back thirty-two ways to Anabaptists in &erland,
once to the Netherlands and several times to soutBermany.
Beneath that chart hang two photos: one of an @O
Mennonite meetinghouse, and one of a family reunieer
Rainham by the lake in southern Ontario.

Those pictures hurt. They hurt like the news thatrg so often
comes trickling down to Costa Rica: “Did you hdaattPaul
and Betty left the Mennonites? . . . Nathan hashlefme and is
going to college. . . . All of Jake’s children ntw&long to this
cult.” Relatives, close friends, “converts” who wemce so
happy among us, boys | went to Bible School with-e-bg one
they go. The Anabaptist movement can no longer kaeem.
They go and it hurts, because hardly anyone tlagekcomes
back.
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| do not think the hurt | feel is a personal higm no longer
part of a traditional Mennonite group myself. Rathdeel for
those that lose their Anabaptist distinctives andbgck to the
world. | have seen the vast majority of my frieaasl relatives
who leave the Anabaptist traditions take on infetiaditions of
a society with twisted values.

No, let us not go back. Let us go on with Chrigt us leave the
world and press on toward the goal to win the pitzevhich
God has called us heavenward in Christ Jesus: éneawen and
a new earth where righteousness dwells.

Before they beheaded him at Kéln am Rhein in 135i6mas
von Imbroich left this testimony:

I am willing and ready, both to live or to die.d dot care what
happens to me. God will not let me down. | am catefiband in
good spirits while yet on the earth. God gives nentlly
assurance, and my heart is encouraged through otlydrs.

Sword, water, fire, whatever creature may come cafrighten
me. No man nor foreign being shall be able to pidlaway from
God. | hope to stay with what | have chosen foretfyia the
beginning. All the persecution in this world shadit be able to
separate me from Gdd.

Thomas von Imbroich was an Anabaptist messengesamwvant
of the Word. He preached and baptised and estahlisew
congregations along the lower Rhein. He wrote seyistles
and one of the most widely used Anabaptist conbessof faith.
When they beheaded him, he was 25 years old. Damemmit
ourselves to Christ like he did?

If so, Christianity will break out from among usaay

4 Ausbund 23:20-21



